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\ part of the area of the sun's surface, while that
of the earth alone is only ^1^- But our sun is
only one of the lesser fixed stars, and it may be
assumed that similar conditions prevail throughout
the universe.

If we contemplate the earth itself, we find an
analogous state of things. The period that man
has inhabited the earth is very small compared
with what we know its age to be. We can scarcely
speak more than relatively, but the certainty is as
great as if ,we could fix dates for geologic events.
Of the enormous thickness (150,000 feet) of sedi-
mentary rocks that can be measured from, the
earliest Archean to the latest Pleistocene those
that have been deposited since man made his ap-
pearance form only a minute fraction. In quite
recent times some attempts have been made to
determine approximately in years the age of the
earth. The results vary greatly, but are constantly
growing more uniform. The physicists, astron-
omers, and geologists, who all use widely differ-
ent data and methods, and who formerly differed
greatly, have latterly come to a much closer agree-
ment, which argues some approach to the truth.
Using the most moderate ones, the crust of the
earth seems to have been fully formed not less
than 100,000,000 years ago. Some form of life has
probably existed on it during nearly all that period.
But paleontology teaches that life, though slowly
increasing in development, was of too low an